A prayer for courage to St. Philip
Neri

St Philip, my patron Saint, whose heart was ever so constant in
time of trouble, and whose spirit was so loving under suffering
that, when persecuted by the jealous, or calumniated by the
wicked who thought to discredit thy sanctity, or, when tried by
God with many long painful infirmities, thou didst always bear
thy trials with wonderful tranquillity of heart and mind; pray
for me that I may have a spirit of true courage in every
adversity. Alas, how much I stand in need of patience! I shrink
from every little trouble; I sicken under every light

affliction; I fire up at and resent every trifling

contradiction; never setting myself to learn that the road to
Paradise lies amidst the thorns of tribulation. Yet was this

the path our Divine Master deigned to tread, and this too, my
saintly patron, was thy path also. Obtain for me, then, this
courage, that with good hearty will I may embrace the crosses
which every day I receive from God, and bear them all with the
same endurance and ready will which thou didst manifest on
earth; that so I may be made worthy to enjoy the blessed fruit
of sufferings with thee in heaven above.
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